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1 APOLOGIES

Members are reminded that apologies should be given in advance of the meeting and will be noted in the Minutes. If a Councillor is absent for 6 consecutive months, an apology must be approved by the Council, prior to the 6 months elapsing or the Councillor will be disqualified. Members are requested to note any given apologies for the January meeting. 
2 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th November  2025. 
The Chairman is required to sign the Minutes as a true record. 
3 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
Members are reminded of their responsibility to declare any interests in respect of matters contained in the agenda. A Councillor with a disclosable pecuniary interest or any other interest, as set out in the Council’s Code of Conduct, is subject to statutory restrictions on the right to participate and vote on that matter – see Standing Order 2020 (13)  

Any alterations to declarations of interest made throughout the municipal year, must be submitted to the Clerk, to be forwarded to the Monitoring Officer within 28 days of the change occurring.
4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Members of the public wishing to raise matters in accordance with Standing Order 2020 (3g & h), should raise them here. The length of the adjournment will be at the Chairman’s discretion. Matters requiring a Council decision must be included as a specific Agenda item.
An invitation to attend has been sent to the Police, County and City Councillors.
Following any other items raised by the public, the meeting will be reconvened and any decision taken by the Council will be documented under the agenda item.
5 MAINTENANCE OF TREES AND SHRUBS ALONGSIDE NEW ROADS

The Lengthsman has reported this to the responsible contractor Ashlea by telephone and email.  Despite Ashlea confirming that the Lengthsman should not do the maintenance no response has been received to the specific concerns raised.
The Council is invited to consider what additional action should be taken.

6 PLYMOUTH BRETHREN CONSULTATION

A consultation event was held on 9th January regarding conversion of a former farm on Square Lane Catforth.  The Council is to consider any next steps to be taken in regard to this development.

7 RESULT OF THE PLANNING APPLICATION FOR AN AGRICULTURAL BUILDING ON MOORSIDE LANE

PCC have issued a certificate of lawfulness for this development.  As the application was to determine whether the development was lawful, no consultation was required.  The officers report indicates that the gateway onto Moorside Lane was stated to be a replacement of an existing (but unused and overgrown gateway) therefore no application was needed to bring this back into use.  Local residents though do not recall there ever being a gateway in this location.
8 ORCHARD PLAY AREA

Councillor Bamber to provide an update on the Orchard Playing Field.
9 CATFORTH TRAFFIC CALMING

The Catforth traffic Calming Working group has used the output from the consultation exercise to develop a Project Requirements Document to be submitted to LCC Highways for the development of the scheme.

The project Requirements Document has been circulated to councillors for endorsement at the meeting.  The Council is invited to endorse the Project Requirements Document for submission to LCC Highways.

Once endorsed the document will be shared with residents via the website.
10 SPIDs IN CATFORTH
The Parish Council agreed a proposal to site 4 SPIDs along Catforth Road.  Councillor Entwistle will provide an update on discussions with the Road Safety Officer about the most suitable locations.
11 CANAL BRIDGE 31
Work on the repair is in progress.

Bollards will be installed at either side of the bridge to provide some protections against use by larger vehicles.

12 CLERK CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Councillors are requested to complete the forms for the Clerk’s change of address with Unity Trust Bank and the CCLA Deposit Fund
13 2025/26 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 1st November – 30th November and 1st December to 31 December 2025
The Chairman is required to verify that the financial accounts and bank statements have been reconciled.
The End of November Balances were:

Current Account    £60,327.44
CCLA Account      £450,000
The End of December Balances were:

Current Account    £53,078.94
CCLA Account      £450,000

14 QUARTER 3 FINANCIAL REVIEW
Councillors are invited to endorse the financial review for the end of Quarter 3 2025/6.
15 BUDGET 2026/27
The Council is invited to endorse the 2nd draft of the budget for 2026/7, which provides for a precept of £63,566, which is an increase of 15% on last year.  This will help to protect against the time when CIL interest cannot be used to supplement everyday funds.  Residents will not see an increase of 15% as the number of Council tax paying properties has increased during the year and continues to rise.

The second draft budget has been amended to reflect changes that have occurred in the year end 2025/6 expectations since the development of the first draft.  The most notable change is the increased cost for the larger Christmas Tree in Woodplumpton.
16 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS since 17th November 2025
Members are requested to note and approve the following accounts already paid after the November meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	May payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Bank Service Charge November
	Unity Trust Bank
	£8.55
	Ref 110

	Purchase Card Payment
Flowers & Wine
	Unity Trust Bank
	42.00
	Ref 111

	Lengthsman Weeks 32-35 
	Lengthsman
	1520.00
	Ref 112

	Lengthsman Materials November
	Lengthsman
	375.09
	Ref 113

	Community Garden Materials November
	Lengthsman
	159.99

	Ref 114

	PCC Sundry Debts – Maps Eaves
	PCC
	19.28
	Ref 115

	Woodplumpton Xmas Tree
	Windmill Plants and Nurseries
	1815.60
	Ref 116

	Pension contributions clerk Dec 2025
	Nest
	£68.11
	Ref 117

	Clerk Salary Dec 2025
	Clerk
	£836.82
	Ref 118

	HMRC PAYE Dec 2025
	HMRC
	£617.19
	Ref 119

	Employer National Insurance Dec 2025
	HMRC
	£161.39
	Ref 120

	Lancashire Environmental Fund Third Party Contribution
	Lancashire Environmental Fund
	£3300.00
	Ref 121

	Unity Trust Service Charge Dec 2025
	Unity Trust
	£7.80
	Ref 122

	Corporate Card Monthly Charge December
	Unity Trust
	£3.00
	Ref 123

	SLCC Membership 2026
	SLCC
	£200.00
	Ref 124

	Lengthsman Weeks 36-40
	Lengthsman
	£1520.00
	Ref 125

	Lengsthman Materials Dec
	Lengthsman
	£61.66
	Ref 126


17 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

Members are requested to approve the following accounts for payment 
	Pension contributions clerk Jan 2026
	£68.11
	DD
	

	Clerk Salary Jan 2026
	£836.82
	BACs
	

	HMRC PAYE Jan 2026
	£617.19
	BACs
	

	Employer National Insurance Jan 2026
	£161.39
	BACs
	

	Parish Rooms Rental Jan 2026
	£50.00
	BACs
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


18 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
Members are requested to consider and approve the attached delegated comments for December 2025. Applications can be viewed at www.preston.gov.uk
19 CIL PROJECTS

The Parish Council has 4 long term larger projects in the pipeline but with no certainty about when they can be delivered and no agreement from PCC that money can be held beyond the 5 year timeline, as follows:

1. Linear Park (no progress reported from PCC for a number of months) – No response to the Clerk’s request for a meeting to discuss next steps.  No follow up from the initial approach by Councillor Thompson. I have requested Councillor Thompson to follow this up.
2. The Orchard Play Area – Actively being Worked on.

3. Hayfield Park Play Area – Actively being worked on.
4. Refurbishment of the Canal towpaths – Actively being worked on.

The Orchard Play Area, Hayfield Park and the Canal Towpaths may be delivered in the required timescales.
In addition to the funds that the council already has, 2 large developments have commenced off Bartle Lane with Wain Homes and Gleeson Homes. The CIL Demand amount for the Wain Homes development is £4,718,874, and the CIL Demand for Gleeson Phase 1 is £708,792 which according to the PCC charging schedule must be paid within the next 2 years.  WPC should receive £1,356,916 from these 2 developments alone.  I have chased PCC for an update on the CIL payment schedules for these 2 developments.
CIL spending for 2025/6 to date is £16,600 compared to income this year of £77,900, therefore efforts are needed to identify and progress projects.

Progress of Smaller Projects

SPIDS on the East West Link Road
Installation of the posts has been scheduled by LCC Highways.

SPIDs on Catforth Road

See Catforth Traffic Calming Section

Bus Stops in Catforth and Elsewhere
Bus stops are being installed on Catforth Road near the Green Lane Junction by LCC Infrastructure Team.  Expected by the end of January 2026.

At this time the Council is invited to consider whether there are any other locations that should be considered for the installation of bus stops/shelters.

Refurbishment of the Canal Towpath

Councillor Entwistle to provide an update on the proposal to refurbish the canal towpath.
Grit Bin suggestion from a resident

The council is invited to review the list of proposed locations and consider whether the Council should pay for the provision of grit bins and their replenishment.

The cost for 12 grit bins would be around £1000.00, with a cost of £1,500 per year to replenish them (assuming that PCC are happy to provide this service).

Footpath Refurbishment on Moorside Lane – Suggestion from a resident

The Council is invited to consider whether this project should be considered for CIL investment.
Support for the Refurbishment of the Catforth Village Hall Play Area.

Councillor Entwistle has now received responses to the 4 grant applications made to provide funding for the refurbishment of the Catforth Village Hall Play area.  These applications have yielded a grant of £30,000 towards the cost of refurbishment of £68,000.  The Parish Council is requested to provide funding to cover the shortfall of £38,406.
If the payment to Catforth Village Hall is approved, then Authorization is required to transfer £50,000 from the CCLA account to Unity Trust.  The Council is invited to approve this transfer.
20 UPDATE ON ISSUES FOR INFORMATION
21 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 16th February 2026 at 7.00 in the Parish Rooms. 
END
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